Rockledge Presbyterian Church

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
April 12, 2009
11:00 A.M.
WE GATHER IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
                     Fantasy on Christ the Lord is Ris’n Again                - arr. Gilbert Martin
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)


Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

The Lord is our strength and our might;

The Lord has become our salvation.

*OPENING HYMN        
                       Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

    
      No. 123           

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and death.  We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death.  We overlook the poor and hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made.  Forgive us, God of mercy.  Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Amen.

*DECLARATION OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
                             
                           
 No. 355

Hear the good news of salvation, Jesus died to show God’s love.

Such great kindness!  Such great mercy!  Come to us from heaven above.

Jesus Christ, how much I love you!  Jesus Christ you save from sin!

How I love you!  Look upon me.  Love me still and cleanse within.

TIME OF WONDER

Children are invited to Room 4 following Time of Wonder
ANTHEM                                            Christus Resurrexit

Gordon Young
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD                                                             Mark 16:1-8(NT, pg. 54)

SERMON                                           “This World Is Not Conclusion…”
                                       
                           The Rev. George R. Wilcox
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
from A Declaration of Faith PCUSA
The people of God have often misused God’s promises as excuses for doing nothing about present evils.  But in Christ the new world has already broken in and the old can no longer be tolerated.  We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom.  But hope plunges us into the struggle for victories over evil that are possible now in the world, the church, and our individual lives.  Hope gives us courage and energy to contend against all opposition, however invincible it may seem, for the new world and the new humanity that are surely coming.  Jesus is Lord!  He has been Lord from the beginning.  He will be Lord at the end.  Even now he is Lord.  Amen.
*HYMN
Christ Is Alive!
No. 108                        

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
        Offertory                        Christ Ist Erstanden (1533)                                                - Wilber Held
*Doxolog             Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                             No. 592

*Prayer of Dedication 
ANTHEM
This Joyful Eastertide
arr. Wood

CONGREGATIONAL JOYS AND CONCERNS 

THE CHORAL CALL TO PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER                       
                                                (we say “debts” and “debtors”)
*CLOSING HYMN                              
Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give Thanks


      No. 106 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
BENEDICTION RESPONSE                        Allelulia!                                          - Bach (1685-1750)
WE DEPART TO BEAR CHRIST’S LIGHT INTO THE WORLD

POSTLUDE                                           Prelude in Classic Style                                  - Gordon Young
