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          Relying on Christ to illuminate our spiritual journey, we offer ourselves to God

          Partnering with one another and
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December 2nd:

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 12:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44

December 9th:

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

December 16th:

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11

December 23rd:

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

December 30th:
Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23  
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 The Tattler  ………………….

                      By Pastor George

   At our house, one of the delights of Christmas is

sending and receiving fresh fruit.  What a blessing to be so near world famous citrus trees laden with mouth-watering oranges and grapefruit.  Family members sure appreciate some of the bounty we send their way and to think all many of us have to do is step out our door to enjoy it!
  This Christmas season I’m grateful for the abundant fruit-bearing evidence here at RPC which includes, most notably, the calling of CanDe Waters to serve as our Interim Christian Education/Youth Coordinator.  CanDe will provide valuable leadership on a 20 hour/week basis during the next 7 months while the CE/Youth Coordinator Search Committee actively pursues a suitable candidate for this full-time permanent position.  A cradle Presbyterian, long-standing Christian Education Committee member, and college graduate with a degree in Elementary Education, CanDe comes to this new calling with valuable skills and experience.  
  She also assumes her work without benefit of formal seminary training in Christian Education.  This is not to say that she lacks the necessary qualifications to be our Interim!  In fact she possesses the most important qualification of all: a willingness to learn and grow in the course of carrying out her responsibilities.  As I see it, this position offers her a perfect opportunity to model to all of us what it means to be a disciple and to bear fruit as a faithful apprentice of Jesus Christ.

  In John’s Gospel, Jesus says, “My Father is glorified in this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” John 15:8  I certainly can’t envision a more glorious goal for CanDe and all of us than cultivating, producing, and duplicating—through our prayer, study, worship, service, and fellowship—the marks of maturing discipleship.
  This Christmas, then, why not make this interim time for CanDe and the entire congregation a season marked by the fruit of the Spirit: “…love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control?”  Galatians 5:22-23  More to the point, how might you personally bear this blessed fruit in support of CanDe’s ministry among us and our common calling to “become [Jesus’] disciples” in this place?
  Don’t just think about it; do it!




          Creating ministries of compassion that transform the lives of those in need

“The Rock” is a newsletter for and about the Rockledge Presbyterian Church
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  Deadline for articles hand-written/typed or e-mailed to us in Word format is the 20th of each month. Articles will be accepted after the 20th but will be published only as room permits. To assure that your article gets in the newsletter please have them to us by the 20th.




Kim Trujillo = 639-7826, kwtrujillo@hotmail.com or kwtrujillo@cfl.rr.com
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Carolyn Barnes = 632-3268, boomsy44@earthlink.net
“The Rock” is posted on the new RPC website:  http://www.rockledgepres.org
The RPC e-mail address is: rockpres@bellsouth.net 

              Deacons

                               
           

        Session Elders
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STAMP OUT POSTAGE!
Please consider providing us your e-mail address so you may receive your newsletter via e-mail instead of postal mail.  It will save our church on stamps and also the cost of paper.  You can read your newsletter on the computer and print out only the pages you need to keep.  Just e-mail Kim Trujillo kwtrujillo@hotmail.com and start receiving your newsletter on your computer (No waiting in lines at church to pick it up or waiting for the mail to arrive). Thanks for all your support!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you!
Dear Children of Rockledge Presbyterian,


With all my heart I want to thank you, the children of Rockledge Presbyterian for collecting pennies totaling $27.20 so that people in Florida who are poor will have something to eat. Your gift is special because I know that you worked hard to earn the pennies you donated. The $27.20 will provide a serving of fresh fruits and vegetables for 1,360 people!


In the Bible there is a passage where Jesus tells his disciples “let the little children come to me and do not stop them”, Jesus wanted people to know that he loves and appreciates children. You children are an important part of God’s world, and you are doing what pleases God when you help others. Because of your gift, hungry people in Florida will be given something to eat.


Thank you, dear children for caring about others and for bringing hope and help to so many.






Sincerely, Barbara Sayles, Director, Society of St. Andrew

Dear Church Family,


A big thank you to all those who came and had breakfast served by the Youth at RPC on Thanksgiving morning!  We appreciate all your support. It was a great success. Our fund raiser made $335 which will help tremendously towards our trip to Montreat.            We thank you!   From Your RPC Youth
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TIME FOR PEACE…………………

The Peace Columns are written in memory of Ruth Smith, a loving and caring advocate for Peace

World peace begins with each one of us.  As we give expression to the peace of God that is within us, we express the peace we want to experience in the world.  Having released any thoughts that are born of fear, we claim the Truth - all people share a common spiritual bond.  Aligned with God, we release any erroneous thoughts we may have held about those we did not understand.  Whether people are of a same or different political persuasion, race, or nationality, we see ourselves in them.  What we perceive is the sacredness of each one of us.  With a tranquil mind and loving heart, we are radiating centers of peace within our communities and our world.  Individual by individual, world peace is becoming a reality.  "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace."  

Sharing God's love one to another we create lasting peace in our world.  

 

Peace be unto you.               Irene Ney
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN………………..
Presbyterian Women (ALL women of the church) are invited to the second annual COOKIE EXCHANGE and special program on Wednesday, December 5th, at 10:00 a.m. in Calvin Hall……A lovely festive way to begin the season. Bring a batch of cookies and come and get in the Christmas Spirit as we enjoy a short program of stories and songs of the season while sampling cookies and picking out some to take home.  It was such fun last year that we want to do it every year! We’ll deck the hall with boughs of Holly! See you there!
--------------------------------------------------
 

Salvation Army Stockings are due to be turned in by December 14th.  Please bring them to the church by Sunday, December 9th, unless you prefer to take them to the Headquarters at the corner of Fiske Boulevard and Peachtree Street.  Thank you for helping to see that underprivileged children have a Merry Christmas
---------------------------------------------------

ANNUAL MEETING OF CHURCH WOMEN UNITED IN CENTRAL BREVARD

JANUARY 11, 2008

 

Please mark your calendars for this meeting at Rockledge Presbyterian Church.  Come and meet your new officers.  We will meet in Calvin Hall at 9:30am for refreshments and fellowship, followed by a program which will include our being serenaded by the little children of the Rockledge Presbyterian School.  The Rev. Ginny Pearcy will be the speaker.  We hope for a good representation from our church!
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It’s a New Year for Hand Bells

Now is your chance to get the New Year off to a great start.  January 2008 will bring us many new opportunities to start something new, and the hand bell choir is no exception.  Mark your calendars for Wednesday’s at 5:30 PM.  A new bell choir is starting up.  You can come and give it a try with others who have no experience.  We will be starting with the basics and move at a slow pace. NO MUSIC KNOWLEDGE NEEDED!!  You will be taught everything you need to know.

This is a fun opportunity to play bells, meet new people, and get to know others better.  Talk to current bell ringers to hear how much fun it is.

The first rehearsal will be the same day CHAOS starts back from vacation.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS……………………….

At its Stated Meeting of Tuesday, November 13, 2007, the Session:

· Met jointly with the Deacons and interested members of the congregation to hear presentations and recommendations regarding the proposed Capital Fund Campaign.

· Approved the Capital Fund Campaign (See F.I.T. article below).

· Approved the Memorial Committee’s request for authorization to use Memorial Funds to purchase choir robes, stoles, an organist’s robe and a computer program, and to purchase an auto-dialer system for congregational communications.

· Approved a proposed budget for 2008, to be presented at a Congregational Meeting on December 9, 2007.

· Noted with congratulations and appreciation the 25th anniversary of the Special Gathering, and voted to contribute $1,000 to the program as a special gift at a luncheon on November 26th at RPC.

F.I.T. Forges Ahead!

The November 13th Session Meeting marked a milestone for the Facilities Improvement Taskforce (F.I.T.) and set an exciting course for the future of RPC.

At this meeting, the Session approved the following recommendations, based on exhaustive research by the F.I.T. and the professional analysis of our Capital Campaign Feasibility Study results provided by our Campaign Consultant, The Rev. Ana Lugo of Church Financial Campaign Services.

1. That a Capital Campaign goal of $1.5 million be established to remodel and refurbish our current facilities, excluding Knox Hall and the Annex, and to retire the new roof loan;

2. That a three-month pledge period be established from January through March 2008;

3. That a three year pledge fulfillment period be established from 

            April 2008 through March of 2011;

4. That $50,000 of the capital campaign goal fund research and development of a plan for a new building to replace Knox Hall and the Annex.

In the coming weeks, the congregation will have several opportunities to learn about the details of our upcoming Capital Campaign.  Please watch the weekly worship bulletins for more information or contact Mary Ellen Weissinger via the church office. 
[image: image11.wmf]CHOIR NOTES……………………….
On Sunday, December 23rd, at the 11:00 service, the choir will present its Christmas concert.  We will have the brass quartet with us again this year to make the day more festive. We will also have the pleasure of having soloist Mark Maslin join us.   Please be sure to attend and enjoy this very special music of the season. 
STEPHEN PROJECT…………….

Praise God for the answer to prayers, this project is His, no doubt and normalcy has returned to Labor Finders so that the project may continue.  By his blessings and assurances of safety for our delivery folks he indicated the Project to continue with one variation.  We will be going back to one day a week [Wed.] and 40 lunches provided.  Well back to square one, we began service in August ’04 at one day and 40 lunches [80 sandwiches] per week and we have returned to that same point only 3 ¼ years later.  We had seen the project grow in scope both for the workers at Labor Finders [at one point 160 lunches per week] and the community of special needs individuals.  With upwards of almost 100 different participants having contributed to this project over the last 3 years and RPC carrying His duty with grace and love, thank you to all who have entered in this work by prayer, donations and labor, please continue to pray for increase in the economics that fueled the expansion and growth of this ministry.  God bless you all!

Gary Pearson

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Mark your calendar for the Talent Showcase 

  Saturday, January 26th - 7:00 pm

Do you have a hidden talent?

      Are you a secret magician or juggler?

     Something else?  Play the banjo?  Tap dance?

      Maybe a singer?
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We want to showcase you and your talent!

Kids too!

Contact Kathy Kenny at 652-9185 or via email at kmdk_12463@yahoo.com
Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SHARING CENTER………


RPC’s response to food donations has been great. The need continues to grow. Wednesday, Nov 14th, the pantry hit a new high handing out food for 118 clients, Thanksgiving food baskets were handed out to 300 families, the names supplied by other agencies. We will be doing approximately the same number of   Christmas stockings. Any toy donations will be appreciated. There is a basket in the south hallway for your contributions. Thanks again!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS!


Calling all those who have a December birthday! If you would like to get together for a meal, please call Jeanne Ryder at 632-0929.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION………………………….

Seasons Greetings RPC Families,

I have begun working as the part-time Interim CE/Youth Ministry Coordinator for RPC. I look forward to working with the members of RPC to create a Christian Ed program that continues to aide in the growth of your faith and inspire you and others. I have created a calendar for all of the December Advent activities. The CE committee and I hope to see you during this most joyful season.

My part-time office hours are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday form 9:15am - 12:15pm. I will also be available on Wednesday from 5:00 - 8:00pm and Sunday 9:00am - 1:00pm. The number to my office is 636-5459 or you may send me an e-mail at rpccecoord@bellsouth.net.

Blessings, 

CanDe Waters

Beginning Nov 29th - “Rejoicing in Hope” Adult Study for Advent 7:00-8:30pm (Parlor)

Saturday        December 1
  9:00am Hanging of the Greens

Sunday          December 2            9:30am Kid’s practice; 5:00pm Progressive Dinner

Wednesday   December 5            Chaos; Lectio Divina; Choir

Thursday       December 6            7:00-8:30pm “Rejoicing in Hope” Advent Study (Parlor)

Sunday          December 9            9:30am Kid’s practice; 6:00pm “In Bethlehem Inn” Dinner

                                                     Theatre Fund Raiser

Wednesday   December 12          Chaos; Lectio Divina; Choir

Thursday       December 13          7:00-8:30pm “Rejoicing in Hope” Advent Study (Parlor)

Sunday          December 16          9:30am Kid’s practice; 

                                                      7:00pm “The Christmas Present” Play (Calvin Hall)

Wednesday    December 19          Chaos; Lectio Divina; Choir

Thursday        December 20          7:00-8:30pm “Rejoicing in Hope” Advent Study (Parlor)

Sunday           December 23          11:00am Choir Christmas Concert

Monday          December 24          7:00pm Family Christmas Eve Service

                                                       9:00pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

Tuesday          December 25          Office Closed - MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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1
9:00am Hanging of the Greens
Sun   2
5:00pm Progressive Dinner

 3
5:00pm Corporate Admin (L); 5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:30pm IPN 
 4
6:30pm C.E. (L); 6:30pm Social Concerns; 7:00pm AA (K)                        

 5
10:00am Stephen Project; 10:00am PW Cookie Exchange

5:30pm Kid’s Night (C); 6:30pm Lectio Divina; 7:30pm Choir (K)
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         6
6:30pm RPS Board (L); 7:00pm Advent Study (P)
 7
7:00pm AA (K)

 8
8:00am Men’s Fellowship (RCC)
Sun   9
12:00noon - Congregational Meeting (2008 Budget and Terms of Call)

5:00pm Bell Choir (C); 6:00pm Dinner Theatre (C)

10
5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:30pm IPN; 7:00pm Abigail Circle
11
7:00pm AA (K); 7:00 Session (L) 

        12
10:00am Stephen Project; 5:30pm Kid’s Night (C); 6:30pm Lectio Divina; 

7:30pm Choir (K)

        13
7:00pm Advent Study (P)
14
7:00pm AA (K); 7:30pm Audubon Society (C)

Sun 16
5:00pm Bell Choir (C); 7:00pm Children’s Christmas Play (C)
17        5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:30pm IPN

18
10:00am Mary Martha (L); 7:00pm AA (K); 7:30pm Ruth Circle

19
10:00am Esther; 10:00am Stephen Project; 5:30pm Kid’s Night; 

6:30pm Lectio Divina; 7:30pm Choir (K)

        20
6:30pm RPS Show (S) & (C); 7:00pm Trustees (L); 7:00pm Advent Study (P)
        21
7:00pm AA (K); 7:30pm Audubon Society (C)
22        8:00am Men’s Fellowship (RCC)

Sun 23
11:00am Choir Concert; 5:00pm Bell Choir
24        Christmas Eve Services 7:00pm (Family Service) & 9:00pm (Candlelight)
25
Merry Christmas - Christ the Lord is Born
26        10:00am Stephen Project; 6:30pm Lectio Divina; 7:30pm Choir (K)

        28
7:00pm AA (A)
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Sun 30
5:00pm Bell Choir (C)

31 5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:30pm IPN
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Rockledge Presbyterian Church

Proposed 2008 Budget

Approved by Session on 11-13-2007

	 
	 
	 
	 
	2007 Budget
	2008 Budget
	+increase / -decrease

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Income (estimated)
	$326,500
	$350,988
	7.5%

	Expense
	
	
	

	
	500 Pastoral Ministry
	
	
	

	
	
	501 Minister's Salary
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Minister's Salary
	33,449
	34,452
	

	
	
	
	Minister's FICA Allowance
	4,055
	4,177
	

	
	
	
	Minister's Housing Allowance
	19,561
	20,148
	

	
	
	
	Minister's Car Allowance
	3,000
	3,090
	

	
	
	
	Minister's Ed./Books/Cell Phone
	1,255
	1,755
	

	
	
	
	Minister's SupMedical
	1,061
	1,093
	

	
	
	
	Minister's Pension/Medical/Dental
	18,633
	19,192
	

	
	
	
	Pastor's Discretionary Fund
	1,000
	1,000
	

	
	Total 500 Pastoral Ministry - Terms Of Call
	$82,014
	$84,907
	3.5%

	
	550 Payroll
	
	
	

	
	
	CE/Youth Coord. Salary
	32,966
	33,955
	

	
	
	CE/Youth Coordinator Medical
	5,184
	5,664
	9.3%

	
	
	Other CE/Youth Coordinator Training
	500
	200
	

	
	
	Total CE/Youth Coordinator
	38,650
	39,819
	

	
	
	Organist/Choir Director
	13,275
	13,674
	

	
	
	Office Manager
	23,175
	23,871
	

	
	
	Custodial Services
	14,688
	15,129
	

	
	
	Handyman
	3,900
	4,017
	

	
	
	Nursery Staff
	3,121
	3,215
	

	
	
	FICA
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Comp SS
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Comp MCARE
	
	
	

	
	
	Total FICA
	6,971
	7,180
	

	
	Total 550 Payroll
	$103,781
	$106,904
	3.0%

	
	600 Admin
	
	
	

	
	
	Professional Development
	500
	500
	

	
	
	Copy Machine
	4,100
	4,800
	

	
	
	Insurance
	25,000
	26,000
	

	
	
	Supplies & Expenses
	4,600
	4,000
	

	
	
	Postage
	1,750
	2,000
	

	
	
	Office Computer Equipment
	150
	100
	

	
	
	VanOperation
	50
	0
	

	
	Total 600 Admin
	$36,150
	$37,400
	3.5%


Rockledge Presbyterian Church

Proposed 2008 Budget

Approved by Session on 11-13-2007

	
	610 WorshipServ
	
	
	

	
	
	ArtistSeries/Instrumental
	600
	600
	

	
	
	MinisterSub
	900
	900
	

	
	
	Music
	800
	800
	

	
	
	OrganPianoServ
	600
	600
	

	
	
	OrganSub
	600
	600
	

	
	
	Worship Supplies
	1,030
	1,030
	

	
	
	Handbell Choir Music
	0
	200
	New

	
	Total 610 WorshipServ
	$4,530
	$4,730
	4.4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	630 Fellowship
	$1,200
	$1,300
	8.3%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	640 Presbyterian Women
	$100
	$100
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	650 Christian Education & Youth
	
	
	

	
	
	Camps & Conferences
	3,400
	3,500
	

	
	
	Curriculum Supplies
	3,300
	2,500
	

	
	
	KidsNight
	1,500
	1,500
	

	
	
	Educational Resources/Library
	300
	300
	

	
	
	Vacation Bible School
	1,000
	1,000
	

	
	
	Special Project
	300
	300
	

	
	
	Youth Groups
	400
	500
	

	
	
	Transportation
	1,000
	1,000
	

	
	Total 650 Christian Education & Youth
	$11,200
	$10,600
	-5.4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	680 FinanceStewardship
	$500
	$500
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	690 BuildGrds
	
	
	

	
	
	Maintenance
	26,000
	30,000
	

	
	
	New Equipment
	10,000
	17,900
	

	
	
	Utilities
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Elect
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Propane/fuel oil
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Telephones
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Water
	
	
	

	
	
	Total Utilities
	25,000
	24,500
	

	
	Total 690 BuildGrds
	$61,000
	$72,400
	18.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	700 EvangGrowth
	880
	880
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	750 Communication
	$0
	$2,000
	New


Rockledge Presbyterian Church

Proposed 2008 Budget

Approved by Session on 11-13-2007

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	790 Benevolences / Social Concerns
	
	
	

	
	
	
	PerCapita
	4,946.40
	5,207.46
	

	
	
	
	General Assembly/Synod/Presby.
	5,000
	9,000
	mission increase

	
	
	
	Brevard Sharing Center
	5,000
	7,500
	

	
	
	
	Nicaragua
	3,000
	0
	

	
	
	
	Special Gathering
	4,000
	4,000
	

	
	
	
	Stephen Project
	1,200
	1,200
	

	
	
	
	Habitat for Humanity
	1,000
	1,000
	

	
	
	
	Society of St. Andrew
	500
	1,000
	

	
	
	
	Students Needing Assistance Program (SNAP)
	300
	300
	New-Gulf Disaster

	
	Total 790 Benevolences / Social Concerns
	$24,946
	$29,207
	17.1%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	Total Expense
	$326,302
	$350,929
	7.5%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	2007 Budget
	2008 Budget
	

	
	
	
	Income =
	$326,500
	$350,988
	

	
	
	
	Expense =
	$326,302
	$350,929
	

	
	
	
	Difference =
	$198
	$59
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RPC TIME AND TALENT

STEWARD OF THE MONTH


Have you turned in your Stewardship 2008 Time and Talent Commitment form?  

Each month we spotlight one of our wonderful church members who volunteered for the most church related activities on their Stewardship Time and Talent Commitment form.
…..CONGRATULATIONS TO KATHY PETERS …..

Kathy is our first Church member to submit her 2008 Time and Talent Commitment form.  Just a few of the Time and Talent activities that she has volunteered for on her 2008 Time and Talent Commitment form include:

· teach children’s programs

· help with Vacation Bible School

· help lead Sunday Children’s Church

· grocery shop for homebound members 


These, along with many other important Talents, make Kathy our “Steward of the Month”.  

….A special “THANK YOU” to Kathy Peters for her wonderful Stewardship!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RPC STEWARDSHIP 2008

Summary of Church Member Pledges

2007 Pledge Giving Information (for comparison purposes only):
Total Number of Pledges = 131

Total Pledge Amount = $298,462

 

2008 Pledge Giving Information (as of 11/19/2007):
Total Number of Pledges = 92
Total Pledge Amount = $242,512
 

2008 Pledge Giving Information Includes:

· Number of new Pledges in 2008 = 5 

· Number of Pledge amounts in 2008 that went up compared to 2007 = 43
· Number of Pledge amounts in 2008 that went down compared to 2007 = 8 

· Number of members that have not yet submitted a Pledge card for 2008 = 65 
· Number of members that have not yet submitted a Pledge card for 2008 but did submit one in 2007 = 44  (Total amount for the 44 missing church members who pledged in 2007, but have not yet pledged for 2008 = $66,720)

NOTE:   Please remember to submit your 2008 Pledge Card to the Church Office or just drop your Pledge Card in the Sunday offering plate.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Annual Report for Brevard County

Two habitat houses were built in 2007….. 

One was on Bacon Street in Cocoa. It was built by 12 Lutheran churches of North Brevard with Threvant Financial Corp. Volunteers gave 2,528 hours of their time to build this house.  

The other house was on Tate Street in Cocoa. It was paid for by an anonymous donor. Volunteers contributed 1,862 hours of their time to build this house. College students on spring break from Illinois and New Hampshire spent a week working on the house. Outreach programs from various areas also spent time working on this house. A huge thank you goes to the RPC Women and Ginny Wright for coordinating lunches each week for the workers.

The Strawberry Festival held at the Wickham park pavilion in Melbourne last March was a huge success. This signature event put on by Habitat would not be possible without the enormous support of Corporate and Media sponsors. The event raised needed funds that make a difference in the lives of families and individuals who need simple and decent affordable housing. The Festival raised $232,000. This money goes toward land purchases and related costs.

Habitat of Brevard County plans to build 3 houses and 2 duplexes on Sue Street in the coming year.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LIGHT A LIGHT ON THE CHRISTMAS MEMORY/CELEBRATION TREE

Please join in with your special gift to benefit Air Mobile Ministries to help purchase a Vortex Voyager water filtration system to be sent to a disaster area this Christmas Season!

On December 2nd, we will begin the lighting of a Christmas Memory & Celebration Tree.  We will begin by lighting red lights on the tree in memory of lost loved ones (the Love lights).

On December 9th the white lights will be added to represent our church members (the Hope lights).

Finally, on December 16th the green lights will complete the tree lighting to commemorate special occasions such as weddings, anniversaries, birthdays or to honor someone special in your life (the Joy lights).  The tree will be set up outside of Calvin Hall.

You may purchase lights for $5 each.  This mission effort is not limited to our church family – if you have a neighbor or friend that would like to purchase a light, please ask them to do so.  It is our hope that each member will purchase several lights.  Checks should be made payable to RPC with a notation “Air Mobile Ministry”.  Just think if each of us will light a light what a gift of clean water we could give to our neighbors in need and what a brighter world this will be.  
SOCIAL CONCERNS…………………

Social Concerns is selling the Rockledge Presbyterian mugs for $5 as a fund raiser for the Vortex Voyager water filtration system to go to disaster stricken areas. We hope to be selling them during the coffee hours and will be available with the tree lights (see previous page-Tree Lights). We would like to encourage everyone to buy a mug!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RPC PRESCHOOL…………

Dear Fellow church members,


The preschool VPK classes would like to do a project throughout the month of
 December which requires many old Christmas cards. If you have any that you no longer

 need, please place them in the box in the south hall marked “CARDS” as soon as possible. 

I am excited about this project idea and it would make a keepsake for VPK children.

Thanks, Cindy Mercer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP EVENTS……..

December 2                  12:15 – 2 pm                   Bethlehem Inn Dinner Theatre practice
December 9                  afternoon & evening       Bethlehem Inn set-up & Dinner Theatre
December 16               7:00 pm                            Kids Christmas Musical, followed by Senior High Youth

                                                                              Christmas Party at the Battista’s home- bring a treat to share

December 23               11:00 am                           Christmas Choir Concert during worship

                                     6:00 pm                             Caroling followed by Ice Cream Social 

December 24              7:00 pm                             Christmas Eve Family Service

                                    9:00 pm                             Christmas Eve Traditional Candlelight Service
December 30                                                          No youth group
January 6                     12:15 – 3 pm                     Movie & discussion
January 12                    all day                               PYC Jr/Sr High Blowout @ College Park Pres. Church
January 13                                                              No youth group
January 20                    12:15 – 1:30 pm               Youth group lunch, Nooma DVD & discussion
January 26                    9:00 am – 1 pm                 Citrus Gleaning service project
January 27                    12:15 – 2:30 pm                Bowling                                       





Come and share the spirit of the season as we sing about

“THE BEST PRESENT OF ALL”

Punch and cookies will be served afterwards

(We would love it if you would bring a couple dozen of your favorite homemade cookies on Sunday morning for us to share after the musical)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHRISTIAN MISSION MARKET…………..
The Christian mission market was great! I am sure all those who attended would agree. $4539.75 was raised for our various participants. The following is a break down of what was raised:

Beads for Life…………………………………………………. $485.00

Social Concerns (mugs and 10% Fair Trade donations……….. $265.80

Fair Trade……………………………………………………… $817.20

Evangelism…………………………………………………….. $120.00

RPC Youth……………………………………………………... $319.25

RPC Cookbooks………………………………………………..  $35.00

Jr, Service League……………………………………………… $170.00

Red Bird………………………………………………………... $211.50

St. Andrews Gleaning………………………………………….. $184.00

Habitat for Humanity…………………………………………... $410.00

Fellowship Progressive Dinner………………………………… $160.00

Sharing Center…………………………………………………. $360.00

Air Mobile……………………………………………………… $297.00
Worship (Poinsettias)…………………………………………... $116.00

Special Gathering………………………………………………. $345.00

Tree of Lights……………………………………………………$35.00

Stephen Project…………………………………………………. $195.00

Candle Lighters…………………………………………………. $4.00

Friends of Taylor Park………………………………………….. $10.00

Any suggestions for next year would be welcome. A very special Thank you goes to Catherine Shelton, Debbie and Olivia Lugar, and Susan Merritt for all their support and help! The Market would not have happened without their hard work. You are so appreciated!!!

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITY……………………….
New Tax-Free IRA Gift Opportunity

Federal Law Allows Tax-Free Charitable Transfers from IRAs 

A provision in the Pension Protection Act of 2006 creates a new opportunity:  transferring Individual Retirement Account (IRA) assets directly to a qualified charitable organization such as Rockledge Presbyterian Church without paying income tax.  The law covers all gifts made in the tax years 2006 and 2007.  This is an ideal opportunity to share the wealth of your retirement savings by using IRA assets to make a significant gift to Rockledge Presbyterian Church

.  

How does this new gift option work?

· You must be age 70½ at the time the distribution is made
· You may contribute up to $100,000 per person.  A married couple is eligible for up to $200,000
· The gift must be made on or before December 31, 2007 

· The funds must be transferred directly from a traditional IRA to Rockledge Presbyterian Church 

· As the distribution is not included in your gross income, the IRA rollover does not provide a charitable income-tax deduction

How can you make such a gift?

· Notify the financial institution that manages your IRA account and direct them to transfer a gift directly to Rockledge Presbyterian Church
· Notify our Rockledge Presbyterian Church office (636-0811) that your gift is coming with more information about the financial institution making the transfer
As with any estate or financial planning decision, please consult your professional advisors before proceeding. 
RPC Budget Calendar

Stewardship Theme:  

“GIVE TO LIVE….LIVE TO GIVE”

	Date
	Event Description

	
	

	December
	“ROCK” Newsletter with copy of 2008 Proposed RPC Budget approved by Session

	
	

	Dec. 2
	Copy of 2008 Proposed RPC Budget approved by Session provided to all congregational members

	
	

	Dec. 9
	There will be a Congregational Meeting for – 

· The presentation of the 2008 Proposed RPC Budget approved by Session

· Congregational members to approve Pastor George’s 2008 Terms of Call 

	
	


TICKLE YOUR FUNNY BONE……….

TOP 10 REASONS HURRICANE SEASON IS LIKE CHRISTMAS

10. Decorating the house (boarding up windows)

9. Dragging out boxes that haven’t been used since last season (camping gear, flashlights, etc.)

8. Last minute shopping in crowded stores

7. Regular TV shows pre-empted for “specials”

6. Family coming to stay with you.

5. Family and friends from out-of-state calling.

4. Buying food you don’t normally buy….and in large quantities.

3. Days off from work.

2. Candles.

And the number one reason Hurricane Season is like Christmas………..

1. At some point you know you’re going to have a tree in your house!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Who Should Make the Coffee?

A man and his wife were having an argument about who should brew the coffee each morning. 

The wife said, "You should do it, because you get up first, and then we don't have to wait as long to get our coffee."

The husband said, "You are in charge of the cooking around here so you should do it, because that is your job, and I can just wait for my coffee.” Wife replies, "No, you should do it, and besides it says in the Bible that the man should do the coffee."

Husband replies, "I can't believe that! Show me."
So she fetched the Bible, and opened the New Testament and showed him at the top of several pages, that it indeed says, "HEBREWS."
If God is your Co-pilot -SWAP SEATS.


"A cheerful heart is good medicine" (Proverbs 17:22).
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Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship: 8:30am & 11:00am 

Church School for all ages: 9:30am

Coffee/Fellowship in Calvin Hall: 10:30am
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RPC Middle and High School Youth Present...
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