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THE ROCKIE

R nam,

Relying on Christ to illuminate our spiritual journey, we offer ourselves to God
Partnering with one another and
Creating ministries of compassion that transform the lives of those in need

January 7™
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29;
Acts 8:14-17;
Luke 3:15-22

January 14™;

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm
36:5-10; 1 Corinthians
12:1-11; John 2:1-11

January 21%:

Neh. 8:1-10; Psalm 19;
1 Corinthisans 12:12-31;
Luke 4:14-21

January 29™:
Jeremiah1:4-10; Psalm
71:1-6; 1 Corinthians
13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30

The Tattler

By Pastor George

For several weeks now | have coped with an
unintended consequence of our new roof, namely, the
inability to make or receive cell phone calls due to the “shield” of steel over
our building! In order to get good cell phone reception, | must step outside
the church and make my calls from the sidewalk. Doing so reminds me of
the provocative question Barbara Brown Taylor asks in her book, Leaving
Church, which Linda Britton helpfully reviewed in last month’s issue of The
ROCK: What if the church’s job were to move people out the door instead
of trying to keep them in, by convincing them that God needed them more in
the world than in the church?

That question has real implications for Epiphany, the season of the church
year that follows immediately after Christmas and features the visit of the
magi to the manger. These travelers from the East are worldly wise,
enlightened outsiders, who look for signs of God’s appearing all around
them. They seek and find God beyond the familiar boundaries of traditional
faith and the established church. Their journey to the manger and then back
home again confirms the Epiphany prayer found in our Book of Common
Worship: “O Christ, Savior and Lord, extend your church to every place.
Make it a place of welcome for people of every race and tongue.

Like their worldly counterparts, the shepherds, the wise men leave the
manger to witness to Christ’s reign in every place, including muddy fields
full of grazing sheep and magnificent palaces where sages testify to the truth
that “brighter visions beam afar.” Such a wide ranging mission field invites
us to consider how God calls us beyond the doors of this church and
encourages our witness wherever we go after we exit the church. Listening
and responding to God in the pew may simply be the prelude to meeting
God on the sidewalk and serving God in the world each of us inhabits six
days a week.

So, if you see me standing on the sidewalk talking on my cell-phone, it
may have nothing to do with poor reception caused by our new roof. That’s
because the sidewalk and where it leads may very well be the best place of
all for me to hear and answer God’s call to “Get out there and get on with
it!””’—all for the sake of our Savior and Lord whose church extends to every
place!
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Thank you!

My Church Family,

Words can not begin to express my appreciation of your cards, phone calls, and visits during my
recovery form gastric bypass surgery. | am doing great and I have you, God, my family, and the medical staff at
Celebration Hospital to thank. A special thanks to Abigail circle for meeting me at my house so that I could
participate in our lesson.

Love, Catherine Shelton

Thank You....Thank You....

The Sharing Center is so thankful for all your generous support during this past year. | am happy to report that
food donations are running ahead of last year, but with over 1,000 clients being given food last month, their
supply goes quickly. Please keep the Sharing Center in your prayers for this coming year and know how much
you are appreciated.

Happy ' 2w Year!
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TIME FORPEACE.....................

The Peace Columns are written in memory of Ruth Smith, a loving and caring advocate for Peace

I noticed this year that many of the Christmas cards were about peace. Hopefully this is a sign that people are
looking for peace in the world and in their lives. How can we share the gift of Peace? The Silent Unity
Ministry suggests that we can unite with others in creating a beacon of Peace that illuminates the world.
Inspiring lights, whether in the form of a glowing candle, festive fireworks or natures” awesome Northern
Lights leave vivid impressions in the mind. The light that is indelible is a beacon of peace. As we let our lights
shine, uniting with the light of others, peace in the world grows as the peace within each individual shines out to
eliminate any darkness of distrust and conflict. Peaceful God-inspired words and actions unite families, friends,
neighborhood, communities and countries. Harmony and goodwill reign, rendering borders and differences
unimportant. What is important is that person after person is responding as a beacon of peace which merges
into one light that illumines the world with peace. “Let our light shine before others so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Mathew 5:16.
Another way we can share the gift of peace is to contribute to nonviolence. Some ways to do this are: to honor
the dignity and inherent worth of every human being, believing that our lives are linked together, that what we
do impacts the lives of other people, so we are responsible to and for one another, dedicating ourselves to the
fundamental rights of every human being (justice, equity, equality), using our talents to empower others as well
as ourselves, courageously choosing to practice compassion with our apparent adversaries. \We oppose
injustice, not people. Thus we recognize the power of the human spirit to triumph over injustice, social inequity
and suffering. This is the hero’s journey (from Principles of Nonviolence). Nonviolence would help
significantly in promoting peace in our world.
A recent Prayer of Confession tells us “Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “peace | leave with you,
may peace | give to you”. Forgive our lack of faith in your work and your purposes. Challenge our cynical
assumptions that war and hunger are inevitable and peace unattainable. Shake us out of our complacency and
easy accommodation of the status quo. Unseat the fears that rule our hearts and replace them with an awesome
reverence for your holy name. With our trust rightly placed in you, we will dare to do the work of peace and
justice to which your kingdom calls”.

May the New Year be a year of peace. Irene Ney

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Attention, Presbyterian Women. Please circle January 31st on your new calendars and watch for information
relating to the luncheon in Calvin Hall. The date falls during Mission Week, sponsored by

the Brevard - Indian River Presbyterians and a missionary will speak. The meal will be catered, and tickets will
be available in early January. Our last missionary luncheon was well attended and enthusiastically received.
Let's do it again! We'll keep you posted, and everyone is encouraged to attend.

For Our New Worshipers

If you have been worshiping with Rockledge Presbyterian Church and would like to become better
acquainted with the R.P.C. family and with the Presbyterian Church U.S.A, you will have that opportunity on
Sunday January 14, 2007. You are invited to a get acquainted/orientation session in the Pastor’s Study at 9:30
am. For more information please call Jane Rowe at 632-2579.



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS........... ' g

December 12, 2006

It was M/S/C to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Bill Moehle noted that the pace of 2006 pledge
receipts was good, and if continued through December would approximate goals.

Trustee MaryEllen Weissinger provided an update on the Capital Campaign Feasibility Study and
campaign planning. She reported that at a meeting with the campaign consultant, Ana Lugo, an event calendar
was established, including informational meetings and identifying 20 potential interview candidates such as
church leaders and key potential donors. It now appears that the official campaign would be launched in Fall
2007.

Elder Bob Trujillo introduced a proposal for RPC’s First Annual “Time and Talent Fair”, tentatively scheduled
for January 21%. Committee responsibilities for the Fair were discussed. Each committee is to be prepared to
present Fair participation plans at the January Session meeting.

It was M/S/C to hold the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on January 28, 2007.

Elders Bill Carson and Tom Milsap, Commissioners, reported on the December 5, 2006 Presbytery Meeting at
Pineda Presbyterian Church.

L_adies Bible Class

The long “recess” taken by the Ladies Sunday Morning Bible Class is over! A New Year Begins!

On Sunday, January 7th a ten unit, in depth, study of Jeremiah will be started. This books long complex mixture
of poetry and prose which displays a creative imagination almost unparalleled in the whole of scripture will be
explored. Though sometimes dismal, the author reminds us that "predominantly, Jeremiah's book contains a
message of hope”.

If you are one of our many ladies that like to study and learn, discuss and explore, we welcome you to come to
the parlor on Sunday mornings and we will share and seek the meaning of Jeremiah, in history and in our
present time, together.

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS

Will begin meeting on Wednesday evenings:

January 10"
5:30 - 6:30pm
In the Parlor

The Bible Study will be on Isaiah.
Contact Cheryl Carson at 453-5992 for more info.



RPC Congregational Meeting Information

The Rockledge Presbyterian Church Congregational Meeting was held on Sunday, December 10", 2006 after
the 11:00a.m. Worship Service. The purpose of the meeting was to present the 2007 Proposed Budget to the
Congregation. The 2007 Proposed Budget was previously approved by Session on November 14™ 2006.

Below are the questions that were asked by various church members and the answer(s) from the appropriate
RPC Committee.

Question #1 - Is it realistic not to consider an increase for insurance in 2007 considering the current
insurance market?
Answer by Corporate Administration Committee Chairperson Bob Trujillo:
This is a very appropriate concern with the ever escalating cost of insurance in Florida. But,
with our new roof installation, the Church Mutual Insurance Company has no plans to increase
the RPC costs for insurance during 2007. The new Church roof is constructed of materials that
meet the higher building standards for hurricane protection.

Question #2 — Under Nursery staff expenses, | would like to know more details?
Answer by Church Treasurer Bill Moehle:
We have two employees on the Nursery Staff. Anita Waddington has been serving our nursery
for many years. She is paid $10.00 per hour. Kiley Workman, a High School Senior, replaced
Laura Bradford when Laura left to attend College in September. Kiley is paid $7.50 per hour.

Question #3 - Why are we not funding more camp experiences for the younger children?
Answer by CE/Youth Committee Chairperson Kim Workman:
We have not had an adult that wanted to be in charge of doing camps and weekend trips. the
Burley family has volunteered to take that on and we are very happy that the younger children
will have other things to look forward to other that Kids night and the Christmas play.

Question #4 - Why are we continuing to pay for transportation to Montreat? Are we also still
contributing 1/3 of Montreat trip? Transportation should be included in cost of trip to youth attending.
Answer by CE/Youth Committee Chairperson Kim Workman:

The amount of money that we have put in the CE budget for transportation will go to cover some
of the transportation costs to Montreat. We have budgeted money for transportation, and for
camps. The money is not all for Montreat. We are planning on funding some of our budget for a
camp for Middle school children, as well as funding for the 4th-6th grade mini break (they are
planning something as a group but I am not sure at this time if it will be a camp, they are talking
about a mini break to St Augustine). The CE committee speaks about what we are doing and
what we are funding every month. Every member has a voice in what we do and what we fund.
We would love to have more members join the CE committee.

NOTE: Thank you to all church members attending the Congregational Meeting on December 10". Our
Church members providing feedback to Session is a very important part of the 2007 RPC Budget process. As
more Church Members pledge, the RPC 2007 Budget will be adjusted accordingly.



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER..............

Tiffany Shumack ¢ DCE * 631-5459  rpccecoord@bellsouth.net

Merry Christmas and happy New Year! | hope that everyone had a good holiday filled with joy and
many blessings. May your new year bring many more blessings to you and your family.

A huge thank you goes out to Peggy Burley for directing this year’s Christmas play. Peggy put many
hours into this and her hard work paid off tremendously. Cheryl Carson, David Ward, Marcia Wilcox, RP
Higgins, Joe Burley, and Janice Everson were a huge help in producing the play. Thank you for all your help!
The children did a great job, once again, on their performance.

Kid’s night will resume on January 10™. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Tiffany. If
you would like to cook dinner one night, there is a sign up sheet next to the kitchen.

Senior High Youth Calendar for January:

January 7 — Youth group from 6:00 - 7:30 pm

January 14 — Body builder event (time TBA) — no youth group
January 21 - Youth group from 6:00 -7:30 pm

January 27 — Gleaning in Titusville — See attached information
January 28 — No youth group

Looking ahead: On February 4th, the youth will be participating in the national Souper bow! of Caring
Sunday. This is an event where youth from all over the country collect money and can goods for a local charity.
We will be collecting for the Central Brevard Sharing Center that Sunday. More information will be available
closer to the date.

Volunteers needed:

1.) Feel called to work with some amazing teenagers? The CE committee is looking for a team of people to
teach the Middle and High school Sunday school classes.

2.) Have an idea for a short term class, or would just like to teach a class for a week or two? Teachers are
needed to teach our Shorts class on Sunday mornings.

3.) VBS will be needing tons of volunteers to help make the week successful. Be thinking of where you
would like to volunteer and keep that in mind when we begin recruiting volunteers. Dates will be
announced soon.

- If you are interested in any of the volunteer opportunities (or any other), please contact Tiffany at 631-
5459 or rpccecoord@bellsouth.net

Just a note: 1 will be out of the office January 29 — February 3 for the national APCE conference in
Philadelphia, PA. APCE is the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators. | look forward to returning and
sharing what | have learned at the conference.

There will be no Sunday school on January 21%, but please remember to attend the Time and Talent Fair that
morning during the Sunday school hour. Check the other parts of the newsletter for more information.
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ANNOUNCING
THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL
BREVARD-INDIAN RIVER
MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

“Mission From A to Z (America to Zambia)”
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January 28"- February 4", 2007

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Rob Weingartner
Executive Director, Outreach Foundation (PCUSA)

This year’s conference will focus on mission work in Zambia:
The House of Moses Crisis Nursery
Namumu Orphanage Center
Opening Convocation at Eastminster Presbyterian Church,
Indialantic, FL January 28", 7:00-9:00 p.m.

A service of worship celebrating God’s call to mission will be followed by
a time of fellowship and refreshments.

“Enlarge the site of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitation be stretched out; lengthen
your cords and strengthen your stakes.” Isaiah 54:2
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JANGARY 2007

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! Church office closed

1:00pm Stephen Project; 7:00pm AA (A)

2:00pm Stephen Project; 6:30pm Bible Study (L)

700pm AA (A); 7:30pm Choir (K)

6:30pm RPS Board (L); 6:30pm SCC

7:00pm AA (K)

Sharing Center Sunday; 5:00pm Bell Choir

9:30am PW Project Day; 10:00am Stephen Project;

5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:30pm IPN; 7:00pm Abigail (P)

1:00pm Stephen Project; 7:00pm Session (L); 7:00pm AA (K)
2:00pm Stephen Project; 5:30pm Kids Night/MS Youth
6:30pm Nominating Committee; 7:30pm Choir (K)

7:00pm Corp Adm (L)

7:00pm AA (K); 7:30pm Audubon (C)

8:00am Men’s Fellowship (RCC)

New Member Class; 5:00pm Bell Choir

Martin Luther King Holiday

10:00am Mary Martha (C); 1:00pm Stephen Project;

7:00pm AA (K); 7:30pm Ruth

10:00am Esther Circle; 2:00pm Stephen Project; 5:30pm Kids Night M/S;
7:30pm Choir (K)

7:00pm Trustees (L)

7:00pm AA (K); 7:30pm Audubon (C)

Annual Report; 5:00pm Bell Choir

10:00am Stephen Project; 5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:30pm IPN; 6:30 Shawl Ministry
1:00pm Stephen Project; 7:00pm Deacons (P); 7:00pm AA (A)
10:00am Ruby Wednesday; 2:00pm Stephen Project;

5:30pm Kid’s Night/MS Youth; 7:30pm Choir

6:30pm Card Night; 7:00pm AA (K)

8:00am Men’s Fellowship (RCC)

New Members Reception; Congregational Meeting (2006 Annual Report)
10:00am Stephen Project; 5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:30pm IPN
1:00pm Stephen Project; 7:00pm AA (K)

Lunch at RPC with BIRP; 2:00pm Stephen Project;

5:30pm Kid’s Night/MS Youth; 7:30pm Choir



FIGHT HUNGER - GO GLEANING!

Saturday, January 20"

7:30 - Noon
Meet at South Church Parking Lot

we'll pick citrus,
box it, & load it
for shipment to
area food banks.

Did you know that each year the USDA estimates that 96 billion pounds of food go to waste in
the fields of America’s farms? And about 36 million Americans suffer from hunger? The
Society of St. Andrew was created to help alleviate hunger by collecting (or gleaning) fruits and
vegetables before they are plowed under and then getting the food to those who need it.

On January 20", our church will participate in its first gleaning. Middle and High School youth
and adults are invited to lend a hand. All you have to be willing and able to do is pick citrus
fruit, box it up, or load/unload it.

We will meet at the church at 7:30 a.m. to leave for Titusville where we will begin with
breakfast and instructions at the First United Methodist Church. We’ll then go to a grove where
we’ll pick the fruit that was left over after harvest. We’ll box it and transport it back to the
church where we will load it on to trucks for shipment to local food banks for distribution to the
hungry. We will be finished by noon if not before. Anyone with a van or pick-up is asked to
drive so we can transport the fruit that we pick.

If you are interested in participating, please sign up on the bulletin board across from Tiffany’s
office or call Cheryl Carson at 453-5992 by Sunday, January 14th.



STEWARDSHIP 2007............ccov et
New Tax-Free IRA Gift Opportunity

New Federal Law Allows Tax-Free Charitable Transfers from IRAs

A provision in the Pension Protection Act of 2006 creates a new opportunity: transferring Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) assets directly to a qualified charitable organization such as Rockledge Presbyterian
Church without paying income tax. The law covers all gifts made in the tax years 2006 and 2007. This is an
ideal opportunity to share the wealth of your retirement savings by using IRA assets to make a significant gift to
Rockledge Presbyterian Church

How does this new gift option work?
e You must be age 70% at the time the distribution is made.
You may contribute up to $100,000 per person. A married couple is eligible for up to $200,000.
The gift must be made on or before December 31, 2007.
The funds must be transferred directly from a traditional IRA to Rockledge Presbyterian Church.
As the distribution is not included in your gross income, the IRA rollover does not provide a charitable
income-tax deduction.

How can you make such a gift?
« Notify the financial institution that manages your IRA account and direct them to transfer a gift directly
to Rockledge Presbyterian Church.
« Notify our Rockledge Presbyterian Church office that your gift is coming with more information about
the financial institution making the transfer.

As with any estate or financial planning decision, please consult your professional advisors before proceeding.

2007 CHURCH MEMBER PLEDGE SUMMARY (as of 12/20/06)

2006 Information (for comparison purposes):
Total Number of Pledges in 2006 = 124
Total Pledge Amount in 2006 = $261,922

2007 Information:
Total Number of Pledges for 2007 = 118
Total Pledge Amount for 2007 = $276,524

Includes:

e Number of new Pledges in 2007 = 18

Number of Pledge Amounts in 2007 that went up compared to 2006 = 63

Number of Pledge Amounts in 2007 that went down compared to 2006 = 10

Number of members that have not submitted a Pledge card for 2007 = 32

Number of members that have not submitted a Pledge card for 2007 but did submit one in 2006 = 20



STEWARDSHIP 2007

What Presbyterians Believe

Stewardship is a spiritual matter not a code word for raising money!
One of the curious things about Presbyterians and stewardship is that those who have the least tend to give the
most. Percentage-wise more people with incomes of less than $25,000 tithe (give 10 percent) than those with a
greater income. The same is true of the way they give their time and talents to the church.

Christian living involves Christian giving!
Perhaps it is because they have learned one of the great theological and Biblical truths that Malachi taught the
Hebrew people about the reward of the faithful: "Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be
food in my house, and thus put me to the test, . . . see if | will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour
down for you an overflowing blessing™ (3:10).
This is not a gospel of prosperity, but an illustration of who receives the greater benefit, the giver or the
receiver. We discover the joy of giving when we discover that stewardship is everything we do from the
moment we confess Jesus Christ as Lord. Those who exhibit exemplary stewardship have made this an
intensively spiritual matter.

A poor church is not one without money, but one without a vision. When people have a clear Biblical and
theological understanding of the mission of the church, healthy stewardship practices emerge. The New
Testament church leaders discovered that stewardship did not come naturally; it was a learned discipline. Paul
wrote to his young colleague Timothy to teach the people in Ephesus that “there is great gain in godliness
combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it" (1
Timothy 6:6-7). We might say it this way: we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we
give away.

If we believe that the mission of the church is to "make disciples,” to teach people to obey the commandments
of Christ, we have to remember that Jesus also said: "If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. . . . For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world
but forfeit their life?" (Matthew 16:24-26). Exciting things are happening in many Presbyterian churches today
as they put a new emphasis on stewardship in its fullest dimension--which includes a person's time, talent and
treasures (financial resources). More and more congregations have begun to talk about tithing time, talent and
treasures. They are emphasizing that Christian living necessarily involves Christian giving.

Where there is a vibrant, exciting church, that congregation has made stewardship a spiritual matter. For those
Presbyterians stewardship has to do with how they live and their daily commitments to Jesus Christ as their
Lord. I once heard a pastor say, "When you give only your money, you give very little; it is when you give of
yourself that you truly give."

The good news about Presbyterians and their stewardship of time, talent and treasure is that when authentic
mission needs are presented, many respond generously. But more and more congregations are discovering that
the Sunday morning offerings are inadequate to meet the growing mission needs in the world. Their solution is
to invite people to give to a permanent endowment fund for the ministry of the church. These can be gifts over
and above an annual pledge and can be given during a person's lifetime or through a bequest in a will.

The mission and ministry of Presbyterian congregations would be vastly more significant if every member
tithed and if every member left a tithe of their estate to the church.

Article by Robert Bohl - Pastor of the Village Church (PCUSA) in Prairie Village, Kan.



BITS AND PIECES..................

SOCK SUNDAY

( We need your help! (
January 14"

The Brevard Continuum of Care Coalition is working together to benefit the
homeless and those in danger of homelessness.

Faith Communities are asked to collect new adult size socks and new men’s
white undershirts during the weekend of January 14. Please bring your donations
to the church and place them in the Narthex.

Your contribution will be given out to the homeless during the homeless census
count on January 25, 2007.

Please call Rosa at 321-633-2076 if you would like to assist with the census or if
you have any questions.

Please help us help the homeless

wowai!i

Maya Burley, fifth grader, and Corbin Kramer, fourth grader, represented their Elementary
School at the recent History/Geography Bowl at the Educational Services Facility in Viera.
Each student must compete against their school classmates before making it to the county level.
The next level of competition is against all 60 schools in Brevard County where students must
answer questions in six categories on Florida History, American History, World History and
Geography.

Congratulations to Maya and Corbin, members of RPC’s Genesis Church School class and the
Wednesday Kid’s Night Program.



TICKLE YOUR FUNNY BONE..........

A 98-year old Mother Superior from Ireland was dying. The nuns gathered
around her bed trying to make her last journey comfortable.

They gave her some warm milk to drink but she refused. Then one of the
nuns took the glass back to the kitchen.

Remembering a bottle of Irish whiskey received as a gift the pervious
Christmas, she opened and poured a generous amount into the warm milk.

Back at Mother Superior's bed, she held the glass to her lips. Mother
drank a little, then a little more and before they knew it, she had drunk
the whole glass down to the last drop.

"Mother," the nuns asked earnestly, "please give us some wisdom before you
die.” She raised herself up in bed and with a pious look on her face said,
"Don't sell that cow."

€
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Pastor's Business Card

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At one house it seemed obvious th& someone was at
home, but no answer came to his repeated knocks at the door. Therefore, he took out a business card and wrote
“Revelation 3:20" on the back of it and stuck it in the door.

When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found that his card had been returned. Added to it
was this cryptic message, "Genesis 3:10". Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in
gales of laughter.

Revelation 3:20 begins "Behold, I stand at the door and knock."
Genesis 3:10 reads, "I heard your voice in the garden and | was afraid for | was naked."

After the christening of his baby brother in church,
s Jason sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car.
His father asked him three times what was wrong.
Finally, the boy replied,
"That preacher said he wanted us brought up in a
Christian home, and | wanted to stay with you guys."

""A cheerful heart is good medicine' (Proverbs 17:22).
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Return Service Requested
Sunday Worship: 8:30am & 11:00am
Church School for all ages: 9:30am

Coffee/Fellowship in Calvin Hall: 10:30am
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