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          Relying on Christ to illuminate our spiritual journey, we offer ourselves to God 

          Partnering with one another and 

          Creating ministries of compassion that transform the lives of those in need 

 

 
 
Lectionary: 
August 2nd: 
2 Sam. 11:26-12:13a; 
Ps. 51 1-12; Eph. 4:1-16; 
John 6:24-35 
 
August 9th: 
2 Sam. 18:5-9,15, 31-33; 
Ps. 130; Eph. 4:25-5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 
 
August 16th: 
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3.3-14;  
Ps. 111; Eph. 5:15-20, 
John 6:51-58 
 
August 23rd: 
1 Kings 8(1,6,10-11) 22-
30, 41-43; Ps. 84; 
Eph. 6:10-20; John 6:56-
69 
 
August 30th: 
S. of Sol. 2:8-13; Ps. 
45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-
27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 
21-23 
 
 
 

 
 The Tattler  …………………. 
                      By Pastor George 
   
 
  
 During these quiet summer months, your 125th Anniversary Committee has 
been planning a series of celebrations to commemorate the founding of this 
congregation in May of 1884.  While some details still need to be addressed, 
the following events are “in the works:” 
         
Presbyterian Women Praise Service—This annual Thanksgiving service 
will celebrate the central role of women in ministry throughout RPC’s history, 
beginning with Cornelia Magruder and her vision of a Presbyterian presence 
here on the banks of the Indian River.   
           
RPC Talent Show—We will begin 2010 with RPC’s Got Talent, a fun, 
informal opportunity to showcase our gifted membership.  Who knows, there 
well may be a Susan Boyle among us!  So, don’t hide your light under the 
bushel basket; let it shine for all to see. 
           
A Heritage of Praise—Music continues to be a vital part of the worship life 
of Rockledge Presbyterian Church.  Under the faithful leadership of Myers 
Mason and with the spirited participation of vocalists and musicians, we will 
conclude our Anniversary Year with a grand “crescendo” of praise in worship 
or, perhaps, by means of a concert for the community. 
  
Rekindle the Gift! will serve as the unifying theme for our year long 
celebration.  Taken from Paul’s word of encouragement to his young 
apprentice Timothy, our anniversary echoes the call to, “rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you…for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but 
rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.”  2 Timothy 1:6-7 
  I believe these words are addressed directly to us.  What a gifted 
congregation we are!  And how appropriate that we fan to flame a Spirit-fed 
enthusiasm to re-discover and re-deploy our varied gifts for ministry.   
  And not only our various gifts but, above all, the gift of God that is within 
us—the spirit of the Lord Jesus who keeps blessing us so that we might be a 
blessing to each other and all those we encounter in this corner of God’s 
kingdom! 
 



  

“The Rock” is a newsletter for and about the Rockledge Presbyterian Church 

    
  Deadline for articles is the 20th of each month.  It is preferred that you submit your articles via 
email in Microsoft Word format.  An alternative method is to submit an article that is typed or 
clearly hand-written and placed in the Church Office newsletter box. Articles will be accepted 
after the 20th but will be published only as space permits. To assure that your article gets in the 
newsletter please have them submitted by the 20th. 

   Kim Trujillo = 639-7826, kwtrujillo@hotmail.com 
   Phil Rose = 636-5723, �����������	�����
��
���  
 
“The Rock” is posted on the RPC website: http://rockledgepres.org/ 

RPC e-mail address: rockpres@bellsouth.net  
 
If you like the new format of the TimeLine (new calendar) please let Phil Rose know. He 

has graciously offered to step in and help with the newsletter. Thanks for your help!! 

                     
              Deacons                                                       Session Elders 
 
Judy Anderson Jane Rowe     Tom Milsap  Martha Tinsley 
Cathy Trosset  Marge Ebbert     Phil Rose  Catherine Shelton 
Cindy Mercer  Della Rose     Faye Bennett  Steve Mercer 
Joyce Roth  Audrey Skidmore    David Ward       
Carole McKinley Marcia Wilcox    Robin Kramer 
Shirley Beam  Hugh Parrish     Kathy Kenny 
Rena Gilmore  Ginny Wright 
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Congratulations Cheryl! 
Cheryl Carson has been chosen to offer a workshop at the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators 
conference in Nashville in January.  The conference is a national event for lay and professional educators 
from throughout the United States and Canada.  Her workshop is entitled, "Picture This! Using Photography in 
Christian Education”. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SABBATICAL 
 
Do you know what a “sabbatical” is?  Look it up in the dictionary.  In the next few newsletters I will be writing 
some articles on our Pastor’s upcoming sabbatical.   
 
When Pastor George was called to our church as a part of that call we included a sabbatical after seven years.  
He delayed it last year due to the economical downturn which affected our church.  This year plans are in 
process to carry out that needed rest and renewal. 
 
Watch the newsletter for information each month regarding plans.  We will be asking for your input and 
suggestions for activities, Sunday services, and lots of other things.   
 
Don’t forget to look up the word “sabbatical”! 
 
 Faye Bennett, Corporate Administration Chair  

 

mailto:kwtrujillo@hotmail.com
http://by126w.bay126.mail.live.com/mail/EditMessageLight.aspx?MailTo=%22Della%20and%20Phil%20Rose%22%20%3cdellasrose%40bellsouth.net%3e&n=118524157
http://rockledgepres.org/
mailto:rockpres@bellsouth.net


  

 
 
FELLOWSHIP NEWS……………………    
 
Ice Cream Social and Game Night - August 14th at 7:00 pm at the church.  Ice cream will be supplied, bring a 
favorite topping to share.  How about a root beer float?  Yummmm.  If you have a great collection of board 
games, there are some of us who like a challenge.  Bring them on! 
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN……………………  
  
  Our new Bible Study, "Joshua" seems to require a bit of background preparation before Circles commence in 
September.  To get the most from the study it would be helpful to read through the Book of Joshua. . . it's not a 
very long book. 
    Remember -- "The Bible Study Event", September 12, 2009 at El Redentor Presbyterian Church in Oviedo, 
Florida, will help us get off to a good start in understanding this sometimes difficult book.  Registration is due 
by September 4th.  Forms are available from June Milsap (639-4074).  Please plan to attend.  We will carpool. 
  

SALVATION ARMY TEDDY BEARS 
  
    The teddy bears are available in the Narthex.  They need to be dressed!  Please add your name to the sign-out 
sheet if you take a bear.  Many churches participate in this worth-while cause.  The bears are sold at the fall 
fund-raiser sponsored by the Domestic Violence Program, to be held at Kiwanis Island on October 10th.  The 
dressed bears are to be returned to the church and will be delivered to the Salvation Army headquarters.  Thank 
you for supporting this annual event. 
 
 

SHARING CENTER……………… 
 
We at the Sharing Center want to thank you for all that you do to support us. I would like to let you know some 
of the statistics for the fiscal year ending 6-30-09. Some, I think, you may find very interesting. 
 
Thrift Store Assistance……14,373 clients, items valued at $122,963 (many well known agencies do not give 
items away) 
Food Pantry…..14,875 clients, monetary value of $100,685 
Kitchen meals served…48,111 – value of $2.63 per meal 
Cold Night units of service….342 
Number of children assisted….5, 913 (amazing) 
Number of homeless assisted…814 (most would think this was much higher) 
Number of NEW clients…2,993  
These show that 95% are struggling and 5% are homeless 
 
We continue to need your donations, whether it is food, clothing (gently used), furniture or cash. If you ever 
have any suggestions on how we might better serve these clients or services that we should look into to 
incorporate into our structure, please pass them on to me and I will see that they get to the proper people. 
 
THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!          -BJ Smith 

 
 



  

 
 

 

 



  

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

By Robin Kramer 

 
A summer pool and pizza Kids’ Day Party was held at Brian and  
Rochelle Pell’s house on July 12th.   Thanks again to the Pell family   
for hosting this fun party! 

 
         

        Camp Montgomery 
 

David & Margaret Ward along with Corbin & Cassidy 
Kramer attended Montgomery Presbyterian Camp located 

in Starke, Florida July 12-17.  They experienced the 
climbing wall and ropes course, which provided challenges 

as they explored their faith, developed a sense of 
teamwork and formed lifelong memories. They participated 

in various activities such as Bible study, arts & crafts, 
archery, tubing behind a boat, canoeing, sailing and 

camper led evening worship 
 

They would love to share their Montgomery memories with you and hope that even more kids from RPC attend 
next year!  Many thanks to the church for supporting the children and youth in their summer camp expericence! 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Montreat Sunday 
       
 Mark your calendar!  Montreat Sunday will be 
August 30 th.  The High School Youth will lead both 

worship services and share their Montreat experiences 
during this special day. 

You’ll be inspired - don’t miss 
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RPC READERS BOOK CLUB 
 

 
 

Our Next Book Discussion Will Be: 
 

Tuesday, August 25th 
7:00 p.m. 

Parlor 
 

The Book Selection is: 

The Worst Hard Time 
By Timothy Egan 

 
 

 The dust storms that terrorized America’s High Plains in the darkest years of the Depression were 
like nothing ever seen before.  In The Worst Hard Time the Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times 
journalist and author Timothy Egan tells the epic story of this environmental disaster and the impact on 
the communities stricken with fear and choked by dust in the “dirty thirties.” 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 You Are Cordially Invited to a Baby Shower 
 

 
 

to celebrate the arrival of 
Eleanor Elizabeth Murphy 

daughter of Beth & Hunter 
 

Sunday, August 23 rd 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. 
in the Parlor  

 
RSVP to Cheryl Carson (453-5992) by Thursday, Augus t 20th. 

Beth is registered at Target and Amazon.com.  



  

THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR 125TH ANNIVERSARY…….. 
 

The following speech was written by RP Higgins and given during the 11:00am worship service on July 19th: 
 
In honor of RPC's 125th year celebration, Pastor George asked me to prepare a few words of "What Rockledge 
Presbyterian Church means to me". 
  
For me, it is Sunday morning, recharging the batteries.   
  
It's saying hello to ",,, you beautiful old Building and Loan..." (From the Movie "It's a Wonderful Life") as we 
enter the South Parking lot. 
  
It's having to use your brain - having to think - when you come to RPC.  You don't come to a rock concert or get 
numbed from watching a giant screen TV.  It's Pipes and Pupils - meaning a real honest to goodness pipe organ 
(one of the very few in Brevard) and eye contact with the Pastor or Lay Readers. 
  
It's Myer's magnificent organ playing.  We are treated to a vast array of musical sounds emanating from our 
wonderful pipe organ and piano at the front of the church.  Trust me, you won't get Mozart at Calvary Chapel. 
  
It's the greeters and ushers at the entrance every Sunday.  I will miss many names, but will mention a few who 
come to mind- Bill and Hilah, Melanie and Dane, Steve Kopp, Bob and Kim, Tom and June.  All are there to 
greet you and make you feel at home.  And, you surely know it's spring when Walter breaks out the purple 
houndstooth jacket with coordinated pants.   
  
It's having a Pastor who puts up with crazy ideas.  Incidentally, Pastor George, what do you think of the idea of 
having nighttime baptisms using phosphorescent water from the Indian River?  It would add a whole new visual 
dimension to "Blessed by the Spirit"   
  
It's belonging to a church by the river, and hoping to someday arrive at church by boat - again. 
  
It's watching mine and everyone else's kids grow up before your eyes.  Sitting in service once a week - this 
realization washes over you.  And the kids just grow up way too fast. 
  
It's waiting for the other shoe to fall (in a good way) - Pastor George's weekly play on words.  Sometimes you 
just don't know what comes out of the guy's mouth.  One insight: He's a much better sailor than you're led to 
believe. 
  
It's realizing when the phone rings at home you remember it's not always about the money when you sign on at 
Stewardship Sunday.  It's also about the time and talent commitment, too.  Your first reaction is a grimace as 
you pick up the phone, but you realize after the deed has been carried out that you feel pretty good having done 
it. 
  
It's the Choir- Blue Robes and bright smiles.  Della, only Bruce Springsteen gets more enjoyment than you 
when you sing.  It's truly great to see and hear this dedicated group. My favorites are the last acapella song 
before exiting, and it just isn't Christmas without hearing "Whisper". 
  
It's RPC Youth Group - watching friendships being made and understanding the collective effort our youth put 
forth to earn their summer trips to Montreat. 
  
It's working on technical projects with Butch Beckner and Bill Rose, Cheryl, Pam, Ray Hess and others when 
the occasion arises. 
  



  

Thoughts continued……….. 
 
With a tip of the cap to Chris Berman from ESPN Sports Center, who coined "He-could-go-all-the-way" in 
describing a breakaway touchdown, or "back-back-back-back" for a home run, it's also the great nicknames he 
has came up with for some of the celebrated athletes.  For example, pitcher Bert Blyleven was known as Bert 
"Be Home" Blyleven.  Baseball great Oddibe McDowell was Oddibe (pronounced Oh-da-be) "Young Again" 
McDowell.  If Chris Berman were standing here at the pulpit, he would surely call out Jane "Ducks-In-A" 
Rowe, for the woman who has made sure over the years that everything from our annual budget is well 
explained to accounting for all the children in our Christian Education classes. 
  
It's the RPC Staff and volunteers who keep the church going the other 6 days a week we are not here. 
  
It's the RPC members who've gone on before me - who I still picture as I walk into the sanctuary each Sunday - 
Pauline Bartoo, Malcolm Britt, Mary Jo Foster, Alpine Dykes, Dwight Tawney, Doc Ryder, and someone who 
was particularly close - Gary Pearson, our one-man Amen Corner.  It's wishing I got to know members better 
while still alive rather than reading about who they were in obituaries.  There are some incredible people in our 
church, and our congregation is our greatest resource. 
 
-RP Higgins 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

         “MILITARY MATTERS” 
 
Please pray for all our troops and their families, especially those serving overseas, those that 
are injured and family and friends of our congregation:  Paul, John, William, Jennifer, 
Lamont, Brandon, Chas, Jason and Ben Blier and Ben Cook.    
 
A huge THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE  goes out to SGT. PAUL HELM!  Paul 
and a group of his fellow soldiers from the 549th Military Police Company arrived in Ft. 
Stewart, GA, on July 12th, after a 15-month deployment in Afghanistan.  (See picture on 

military bulletin board.)  The soldiers were proudly greeted by Sgt. Garry Thompson of Cocoa Beach, who was 
severely injured one month into the unit’s deployment.  Sgt. Thompson received the Meritorious Service Medal 
in the presence of his fellow soldiers.  Sgt. Paul Helm said of Sgt. Thompson, “He is the reason I have the rank I 
have now.  He recommended me to the board.” 
 
Congratulations to Spc. Lamont Morris, who passed his board and has been recommended to Officer Training 
School. 
 
Please add Pfc. Bowe Bergdahl and his family to your prayer list.  Bowe, from Hailey, Idaho, was captured by 
the Taliban June 30th in Afghanistan. 
 
Mail call is a highlight for everyone serving far from home.  If you want to send a note to anyone serving 
overseas, addresses are listed on the bulletin board in the hallway.  Contact Nancy Wingo, 
wingon@bellsouth.net, or the church office to add service members to our prayer list.   See pictures of our listed 
military personnel on the “Military Matters” bulletin board in the south hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RPC CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
“ABOVE and BEYOND” 

Update on Pledge Giving 
 

  
DATE # OF PLEDGES AMOUNT 

PLEDGED  
AMOUNT  

GIVEN  
One-Time Gifts for 
Roof Fund (2005) 

  $1,225 

One-Time Gifts for 
Roof Fund (2006) 

  $69,977 

One-Time Gifts for 
Roof Fund (2007) 

  $204,578 

TOTAL GIFTS    $275,780.00 
    
Commitment Sunday  
(5-11-2008) 

58 $269,052 $43,285 

    
As of 12-28-2008 108 $486,182 $147,150 
    
As of 7-19-2009 119 $567,366 $147,150.00212,079 
    

TOTAL 
(from Gifts and 

Pledges) 

 
119 

 
* $567,366 

 
$487,859 

 
* Note: The $567,366 is the total amount of pledges for all 3 years of Capital Campaign. 

1st year = May 2008 – May 2009 
2nd year = May 2009 – May 2010 
3rd year = May 2010 – May 2011 

 
 

Distribution of RPC Capital Campaign Pledges (3 -Year Commitment) 
 

Amount Range # 
$1 - $499 27 

$500 - $999 12 
$1,000 - $4,999 52 
$5,000 - $9,999 12 

$10,000 - $14,999 5 
$15,000 - $19,999 5 
$20,000 - $29,999 3 
$30,000 - $44,999 1 
$45,000 - $74,999 1 

> =  $75,000  1 
TOTAL  119 

 
 
Remember that our RPC goal is to go ABOVE & BEYOND  in our giving for the 3 year Capital Campaign.  
We need all of our church members to give to reach our goals. THANK YOU . 



  

 
 

SPECIAL THANKS to Pastor George from the Boy Scouts!!! 
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Rockledge Presbyterian Church 
921 Rockledge Drive                                       
Rockledge, Florida 32955 
(321) 636-0811  FAX (321) 636-5821 
 
E-Mail Address:  rockpres@bellsouth.net 
Web Site: http://rockledgepres.org/ 
_________________________________ 
 

Return Service Requested 

 
  
 
Worship Services: 8:30am & 11:00am  
Church School for all ages: 9:30am 
Coffee/Fellowship in Calvin Hall: 10:30am 

 

 


