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        THE ROCK
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          Relying on Christ to illuminate our spiritual journey, we offer ourselves to God

          Partnering with one another and

[image: image3.wmf]          Creating ministries of compassion that transform the lives of those in need

“The Rock” is a newsletter for and about the Rockledge Presbyterian Church
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  Deadline for articles hand-written/typed or e-mailed to us in Word format is the 20th of each month. Articles will be accepted after the 20th but will be published only as room permits. To assure that your article gets in the newsletter please have them to us by the 20th.




Kim Trujillo = 639-7826, kwtrujillo@hotmail.com or kwtrujillo@cfl.rr.com
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Carolyn Barnes = 632-3268, boomsy44@earthlink.net
“The Rock” is posted on the RPC website: http://rockledgepres.org/
RPC e-mail address: rockpres@bellsouth.net 
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              Deacons

                               
           

        Session Elders

Dottie Moehle

Jane Rowe




Tom Milsap

Richard Waters

Marty Lampson
Tim Burr




Bill Carson

Phil Rose

Pete Aude`

Della Rose




Bob Trujillo

Catherine Shelton

Joyce Roth

Helene Munson



Kimberly Prosser
Steve Mercer

Carole McKinley
Marcia Wilcox



Kim Workman

Jeanne Ryder

Cindy Mercer






Leeta Witherspoon


Thank you!

Thanks so much to all my friends at RPC for your thoughtfulness during my period of recuperation from my broken leg.  Your prayers, notes, and many acts of kindness are greatly appreciated.  Carole McKinley

------------------------------------------------------------------

 Irene Ney has done such an outstanding job writing the Peace Column.  Isn't it appropriate that the Goddess of Peace was named Irene?  Thank you, Irene, for your research, written word, and inspiration     
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS……………………..

 

At its January 8, 2008 Stated Meeting, the Session:

 

· Re-Elected Bill Moehle as Church Treasurer, with much appreciation for his continuing service and dedication. 

· Noted with gratitude that pledge income for 2007 had exceeded the budget estimate, with evidence of a growing awareness of Stewardship and budget control responsibility.

· Heard Trustee and FIT Chairperson, Mary Ellen Weissinger, report that the Capital Funds Campaign would be launched on February 12, 2008, with an urgent request for additional volunteers to flesh out the various committees involved.  The Session also voted to appoint Mary Ellen as Co-chair of the Campaign.

· Voted to contribute $1,000 to Cambridge Elementary School to defray the cost of mandated school uniforms.

· Voted to schedule the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 10, 2008 to hear the Treasurer's Report and committee and organizational reports for 2007.

· Approved Pastor Wilcox's request for vacation leave from January 21 through 

January 26, 2008.
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TIME FOR PEACE…………………

The Peace Columns are written in memory of Ruth Smith, a loving and caring advocate for Peace

World Peace begins with each one of us.  As we give expression to the peace of God that is within each one of us we express the peace we want to experience in the world.  Having released any thoughts that are born of fear, we claim the truth all people share a common spiritual bond.  Aligned with God, we release any erroneous thoughts or different political persuasion, race, or nationality, we see ourselves in them.  What we perceive is the sacredness of each one of us.  With a tranquil mind and loving heart, we are radiating centers of peace within our communities and our world.  True peace comes from the knowledge that while we may not agree on every issue, we are one for our desire for harmony and peace.  United in faith, we extend our peace-filled thoughts to the world.  Our prayers for world peace are powerful and true, making the dream of peace a living reality.

 

Peace be unto you.  "Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways" from 2 Thessalonians 3:16.
……………Irene Ney

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                    Valentine’s Day Couples Dinner

The Fellowship Committee is hosting a Valentine’s Day dinner.  The quick information is as follows:

When: February 10 – a Sunday night; Where: Calvin Hall; Time: 6:00 PM; Cost: $15 per couple

For the evening, the fellowship hall will be transformed into a place of elegant dining and romance.  We will also be enjoying fun and laughter as everyone will have a chance to share their stories of love.

There will be a sign up sheet in the South Hall before and after church.

Or to get your reservation, contact Lynwood or Janice Everson.

JanEverson@aol.com



LynEverson@aol.com
321-960-0569




321-960-0666

Note: a “couple” is defined as two people with a special relationship as defined by yourself.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER……….

Dear RPC Members, Jump-Start 2008 with a Christian Ed Class full of Faith.  The following is a list of classes that are offered at RPC and they are always accepting new customers in faith.

Sunday 9:30am-10:30am

3-4 yr. Olds = meet in Noah’s Ark room with Carolyn Barnes and Mary Ward

5yrs-1st. Grade = Meet in Room 5 with Sue Mann and Dottie Branson

2nd& 3rd grade = Meet in Room 4 with Marcia Wilcox and DJ Hall

4th, 5th & 6th = Meet in balcony with Robin Kramer and helpers

Jr. High = Meet in the Manse with Beth Strickland

Sr. High = Meet in the Manse with Bill Barnes

Ladies = Meet in Parlor with Dottie Moehle and Cheryl Carson

Men’s = Meet in the Library with Phil Rose

Mixed Adults = meet by the RPS office

Thoughtful Christian = Meet in Calvin with Karen Burnham  

12:15 = Sr. High youth meet in Calvin with Josh Burnham & Cheryl Carson

Wednesday

5:00pm = Children’s Choir - Meet in choir room with Janice Everson

5:15pm = CHAOS begins on the playground

6:00pm = Jr. High youth meet in the Manse with Pam Higgins

6:30-7:30pm Lectio Divina = Meet in Pastor George’s office

7:30pm = CHAOS ends

Lent Studies

“Bringing Lent to Life”

Wednesdays Feb. 13-March 19, 6:30-7:30pm, Study the book The Last Week:  A Day-by-Day Account of Jesus’ Final Week in Jerusalem by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan with Karen Jolly and venue TBA.

Beginning Feb. 10 - on Sundays (during Lent) from 9:30-10:30 with Pastor George - The Holy Longing  

“Worship Explorers” are coming soon to RPC.  The CE committee is working on a program for 4th, 5th and 6th graders to experience this spring during the worship hour.  The Explorers will learn the different aspects of our worship service in a fun learning environment.  Parents of children this age, please be on the look out for future information.  

Children ages 3 - 3rd grade will be toting around their very own “Official Passport to God”.  The children will be earning stickers, stamps and/or signatures in their Passports that will enable them to choose from a “Treasure Chest” of items or choose a special activity.  While at church, if you see a child perform an act of kindness, caring, trustworthiness, etc. please ask to sign your name in their Passport.  Thank you for your help and support in fostering Christian values in our children.

FYI

*Nursery will be provided during the Ash Wednesday service.

*CE now has a bulletin board in the hallway; please check it out for future information.

*The annual Eggstravaganza is scheduled for Saturday, March 15.

Blessing, CanDe Waters

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN……………………….

Wednesday, January 30th, is the date for our entertaining the missionary from Africa, who will be in Brevard County during Mission Week, sponsored by BIRP.  The meeting, featuring the missionary's talk, will also include a shower for Duvall Home, an annual event whereby we provide school supplies, books, games, etc. for the benefit of the residents of Duvall.  Following the meeting, we will enjoy a pot luck luncheon.  Please come with your favorite dish and participate in the fellowship.  We will meet in Calvin Hall at 10:00.  Bring a friend!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STEPHEN PROJECT………………………….

 Thank you to our Stephen Project volunteers for December and January: Catherine Shelton, Summer Seage, Shelby Seage, Sandy Golden and Esther Circle.  Also, thank you to our bread suppliers: Nancy Horshler, Linda Rose, B. J. Smith and Kim Smith and our transporters: Pete Aude', and Della & Phil Rose.
    

 Due to funding deficits, our special needs population is no longer able to make lunches for the day laborers at Labor Finders.  Therefore, we the congregation, need to take over.  We make 40 lunches one day a week (2 days worth at a time).  This takes about an hour or so to do with 2 people doing it.  I need volunteers to work the 1st, 2nd and 4th weeks of the month.   If we do not get volunteer help, this project will need to be discontinued.  Please contact Catherine Shelton ASAP at 631-7275.
THANK YOU!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please call the church office:

· When a member of you family is admitted to the hospital, so that visits can be made and the proper people notified

· When your committee or group plans a meeting, so that it can be placed on the church calendar

· When you move, or your phone number is changed, so that it can be changed on the church records

· When there is a new baby in your family

· When there is a death in your family

· When a member of your family leaves home for college or to establish a new residence

· When you feel the church can assist you in any way
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February 9, 2008 Winter Park PC

9:00a.m. - 3:15 p.m.

400 S Lakemont Ave.,

Winter Park, FL 32792

407-647-1467

Cost: $15 – Deadline Feb. 1 – $20 at the door




Contact the RPC church office for further details and registration forms
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 1
7:00pm AA (K)

  Sun 3
Sharing Center Sunday; 5:00pm Bell Choir 


 4
5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:00pm Fellowship; 6:30pm IPN (K)

 5
6:30pm CE (L); 6:30 IRYC (C); 7:00pm AA (K);  

         6
ASH WEDNESDAY DINNER and service (Time TBA); 7:30pm Choir 

 7
6:30pm RPS Board (L)

 8
7:00pm AA (K)

 9
8:00am Men’s Fellowship (RCC)

Sun 10
Congregational Meeting (after 11:00 service); 6:00pm Valentines Dinner (C)

        11
9:30am Project Day (C); 5:00pm Corp. Adm. (L); 5:45pm Scouts (C)

6:30pm IPN; 7:00pm Abigail Circle

12
7:00pm Session (L); 7:00pm AA (K)

13
5:30pm Chaos; 5:30pm Bell Choir; 6:30pm Lectio Divina; 7:30pm Choir

[image: image14.wmf]        15
7:00pm AA (K) 

Sun 17
5:00pm Bell Choir(C)

18        President’s Day, Office Closed; 6:30pm IPN (K)

19
10:00am Mary Martha (L); 6:30pm Social Concerns (L) 

7:00pm AA (K); 7:30pm Ruth Circle (homes)

20
10:00am Esther; 5:30pm Chaos; 5:30pm Bell Choir 6:30pm Lectio Divina; 

            7:30pm Choir (K)

[image: image15.wmf]21
7:00pm Show - Youth Choir from First Presbyterian Church in Caldwell, NJ presenting Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (S)

22
7:00pm AA (K)

        23
8:00am Men’s Fellowship (RCC)

Sun 24
5:00pm Bell Choir (C)

        25
5:45pm Scouts (C); 6:30pm IPN (K)

26
6:30pm Worship (L); 7:00pm Trustees (C); 7:00pm Deacons (P); 7:00pm AA (K)

        27
10:00am Ruby Wednesday (P); 5:3pm Chaos (C); 5:30pm Bell Choir;

                    6:30pm Lectio Divina; 7:30pm Choir

        29
7:00pm AA (K)
             

FUTURE UPCOMING EVENTS:

March 16 = Pot Luck Luncheon

March 23 = Easter Breakfast (After Early Service)

April 19 = Spring Talent Show

SHARING CENTER UPDATE……………..

 

I know many of you read about our recent problem with our food freezer. As of 01-03-08 the freezer had not been up and running.

It appears all our press regarding the recent freezer and food crisis helped.  Donations have increased and we should be able to meet those bills.  For anyone who helped, we thank you very much. I know some of you kindly offered turkey you had been given. If you can please hold on to them for a while, they will go a long way to provide meals.

As many of you know, the Salvation Army Store on Merritt Island has closed.  The Sharing Center will be more than happy to take any good used furniture and appliances in working order.  We do pick up.  Please call 631-0306, and we will be very happy to have your donation.

It is not too soon to mark March 30th on your calendar to participate in this year’s crop walk. Plan now to attend.

A “Challenge Grant” has been established to replace our van. A donation of $7,500 has been made. We are hoping the community will respond with funds to match this donation. We would certainly be appreciative of anything you might be able to do. All donations can be made thought RPC marked “Challenge Grant” or to Central Brevard Sharing Center @ P.O. Box 3363, Cocoa, FL 32924.









Thank you, BJ Smith

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHRISTMAS MEMORY TREE 2007


Thank you to everyone who participated with donations to the Christmas Memory Tree and the purchase of RPC mugs.  To date we have raised $612 toward the purchase of a water filtration system to be sent to a disaster area. (These units cost $2,000).  We still have RPC mugs for purchase so if you don’t have yours, please be sure to pick one up!


We were particularly pleased to see that this year many more white lights (representing church members) were purchased so our goal for next year is to get more green lights lit on the tree!  Below, please find a list of the names for whom lights were purchased this year.

RED LIGHTS (In memory of someone who has passed away):  Lois & Lowell’s parents, Larry Brock, Ann Hollis, Jay and other loved ones, John Reed, George Gray, Adele, Bettye Atkinson, Bill Richards, Love, Joyce, Angelo Masi, Parents of Phil & Della Rose, Nellie Jones, Daryl, John Davidson, Becky Scott, Jim, Alpine Dykes, Pat, Patsy Stepp-Baggott, Eileen Brooks, Dot, Trudy, Charles Eberwein, Bob Craig

WHITE LIGHTS (representing church members): Mary Jo Foster, Dwight & Louise, Barbara Schweitzer, Gene & Dottie Branson, Sam, Debbie Lugar, Frances Franco, Pat Baggott, the Wilcox Family, Louise, Phil & Della Rose, BJ, Linda Williams, Dottie Moehle, Helene Munson, Leslie & Bev Moseley, Friends of RPC, Leslie & Larry Clark, Bette, Winnie Lambert, Grace, Isobell Gill, Marty Lampson, The Bryans, Tom & Terrie Franco, Iola Wissore, Nancy Wingo, Sharon

GREEN LIGHTS (for friends or to commemorate a special event) ; Marge Ebbert, Joy, Ralph Crawford, Bill Carson, Tyler & Austin, Jamie, Munson Family and Friends, Norm Peters Family, Ginny & Al Wright’s Anniversary 12/4/07

BITS AND PIECES…………………….

Men of the Church Breakfast

There will be a breakfast for all of the men of Rockledge Presbyterian Church.  This is a chance to get together and have some fellowship.  After the breakfast we will have a chance to explore how we can serve the church and how the church can better serve you.  Mark this date on your calendar:

February 25 Saturday

8:00 – 9:30am

Calvin Hall

There is no cost for this event; however we will need a head count, so please RSVP to Lynwood Everson or Bill Mercer

LynEverson@aol.com


Bill Mercer

321-960-0666




452-7747

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Photography Class Continues

January 29th was the first night of our Photography class.  We are meeting on Tuesday‘s at 6:00pm.  It is never too late to join us and learn how to improve your picture taking.  We are also planning a scrapbooking class to make a complete presentation for those beautiful shots.  Join us this Tuesday or call Lynwood Everson or Peggy Burley for more information.

LynEverson@aol.com



Pegs_stuff@cfl.rr.com

321.960.666 254-1428

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[image: image17.wmf]Used Books Needed For RPC School....

Share your love of a good book

· Rockledge Presbyterian Preschool is looking for used books of all kinds and for all ages.  They are having a used book sale before and during their 3rd annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser held on March 2.   

Donate your used books to support improvements for our playground.  Drop off your books at the school (in a designated box in the south hallway of the church) or call to have them picked up.

· Join us for the RPS book sale in RPC Library Feb 19-March 2

Questions?  Call Jennifer Reed 259-2667   Rochelle Griffin 255-5676

Thank you!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HELP US WELCOME THE YOUTH CHOIR TOUR from First Presbyterian Church, Caldwell, NJ!  On February 21st, a talented group of young people will present Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat in our sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  This presentation is a gift to us and the community - there will be no admission charge or freewill offering taken.  WE CAN express our appreciation, though, by offering to house members of the youth choir (2 or 4 boys or girls) on the evening of the 21st, provide them with breakfast the next morning, and deliver them back to the church by 8:00 a.m.  Please speak to Myers Mason if you are willing to share in this ministry of hospitality!

RPC TIME AND TALENT

STEWARD OF THE MONTH
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Have you turned in your Stewardship 2008 Time and Talent Commitment form?  

Each month we spotlight one of our wonderful church members who volunteered for the most church related activities on their Stewardship Time and Talent Commitment form.

…..CONGRATULATIONS TO TOM MILSAP …..

Just a few of the Time and Talent activities that he has volunteered for on his Time and Talent Commitment form include:

· help with fix-it jobs around the church

· help with landscaping

· usher and greeter for worship service

· serve on Corporate Administration Committee

· serve as Clerk of Session 

These, along with many other important Talents, make Tom our “Steward of the Month”.  

….A special “THANK YOU” to Tom Milsap for his wonderful Stewardship!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RPC STEWARDSHIP 2008

Summary of Church Member Pledges

2007 Pledge Giving Information (for comparison purposes only):

Total Number of Pledges = 131

Total Pledge Amount = $298,462

 

2008 Pledge Giving Information (as of 1/14/2008):

Total Number of Pledges = 114

Total Pledge Amount = $285,749

 

2008 Pledge Giving Information Includes:

· Number of new Pledges in 2008 = 10 

· Number of Pledge amounts in 2008 that went up compared to 2007 = 46

· Number of Pledge amounts in 2008 that went down compared to 2007 = 11 

· Number of members that have not yet submitted a Pledge card for 2008 = 39 

(Amount for the missing Pledges who had pledged in 2007, but have not yet pledged for 2008 = $27,380)

NOTE:   If you have not submitted your 2008 Pledge Card, please remember to submit your Pledge Card to the Church Office or just drop your Pledge Card in the Sunday offering plate as soon as possible.

Per Capita Apportionment

What Does It Mean?

Over the years since the Protestant Reformation, Presbyterians have chosen to govern themselves as a church in certain ways. One of the distinctive characteristics is our system of gradually more inclusive governing bodies; several Sessions included in a Presbytery, several Presbyteries included in a Synod, and several Synods in the General Assembly. Each of these has responsibilities for managing some part of how we function as one church.

Per Capita Apportionment is the system by which each Presbyterian’s fair share of the cost of being part of the

Presbyterian community is assessed.

For 2008, the General Assembly in Louisville, Kentucky has determined that it needs $5.79 from every Presbyterian to carry out BEING the national expression of our church. In a similar fashion, the Synod of South Atlantic has determined it needs $1.45 from every Presbyterian within the bounds of the Synod to carry out BEING the regional expression of our church. The Central Florida Presbytery in Orlando has determined it needs $6.50 from every Presbyterian within the churches of the Presbytery to carry out BEING the local expression of our church. 

This means that for 2008, they are asking each church in our Presbytery to contribute $13.74 for each communicant member for the Presbytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly to function for that year.

Per capita is the opportunity for all members of Rockledge Presbyterian Church to participate equally, responsibly, and interdependently by sharing the cost of providing the structures and systems that enable us to engage in mission and to perform the ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial functions that identify us as Presbyterians.

Mission is what the Presbyterians in a particular place choose to do to be faithful to God’s call for action through the body of Christ. Mission is what the faithful do in response to God’s gift in Jesus Christ. Just how that response is shaped is determined by the particular needs felt and the resources available.

Per capita is the individual’s share of Presbyterians being ready and organized to respond to the mission needs they perceive as a community of faith.  Per capita is not a tax. It is the cost of being a national, inclusive church, governed as a representative democracy, brought down to the individual level. Because our polity (how we are governed) places the responsibility for individual church members with the Session, it is the Session that is asked to contribute the Per Capita Apportionment. And in turn, the Session asks each church member to pay their fair share of the Per Capita cost.

In early 2008, Rockledge Presbyterian Church is asked to contribute $5,207.46 which is based on a Church membership of 379 members.  This equals to $13.74 for each member on our membership rolls as of December 31, 2006 (it is based on the last year for which statistics are currently available). 

$13.74 per church member is not very much money in comparison to all the other things we pay for without even raising a question.  It might be the equivalent of a meal at a nice restaurant, or a week’s worth of visits to your local coffee shop. It is near the cost of about two movies in a theater or a few movie rentals.

In your 2008 Pledge Offering envelopes you will notice a blue envelope marked “PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT”, please write your checks for $13.74 (per Church member) payable to “RPC” and note in the memo portion of your check the words “PER CAPITA”, and then place your check in the Sunday Service offering plate.   Remember that PER CAPITA is above and beyond your Pledge for 2008.

THANK YOU for your mission support to Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly of the PCUSA.

Sweets for your tooth; Inspiration for your Lent!  

Join Karen Jolly for a dessert/study group using the book The Last Week:  A Day-by-Day Account of Jesus’ Final Week in Jerusalem by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  The concept for the book was conceived after two New Testament scholars were repeatedly asked whether the depictions of Christ in Mel Gibson’s movie The Passion of the Christ were accurate. Taking Mark, the earliest Gospel, as their guide, Borg and Crossan "retell a story everyone thinks they know too well and most do not seem to know at all." So doing, they offer an alternative passion of the Christ, the primary feature of which is not suffering, and thus the authors unearth a radical and little-known Jesus.  

DATES:   
Wednesday evenings, February 13 to March 19.

TIME:

6: 30 – 7:30 pm

PLACE:
The parlor

RSVP:

Please RSVP to the church office to facilitate ordering books.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Congratulations Peggy Burley!

Peggy’s photo won the Florida Today newspaper’s Sebastian Inlet Pro photo contest. To see her winning picture go to the following website:

 

http://appsrv.flatoday.net/sipro/
Here is a note from Peggy……..

Hello Everyone!

 

I wanted to take a moment to thank all of you for taking the time to vote for my picture.

 

With three days left in the contest, I decided that I was going to get "the" winning shot.  I did...the very next day.  I knew it as soon as I saw it.  Honestly, just to get into the top 20 among what must have been hundreds of submissions and to be side by side with some truly great photographers...well, that in itself, was a really great honor and what I was really wanting...that part confirmed in me, my God given, developing photographic talent.  Of course, then going on to win the prize money is really nice too.  I couldn't have done that without all of you taking the time to vote for me.

 

God has given me an incredible talent and a true passion for photography.  I thank God for my talent.  I also thank God for the blessing of so many wonderful people in my life.  Thank You God!  

 

Once again, THANK YOU for thinking of me and caring enough to take the time to vote!

 

Peggy
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Church Staff:

Rev. George Wilcox, Pastor

CanDe Waters, Interim CE/Youth Coordinator

Bill Moehle, Treasurer

Sandy Golden, Office Manager

Myers Mason, Organist/Choir Director

B.J. Smith, Financial Secretary

Jeanne Ryder, Moderator, Presbyterian Women

Jan Taffer, Director, RPC School  

Butch Beckner, Technical Director

  




Rockledge Presbyterian Church

921 Rockledge Drive                                      

Rockledge, Florida 32955

(321) 636-0811  FAX (321) 636-5821

E-Mail Address:  rockpres@bellsouth.net

Web Site: http://rockledgepres.org/
_________________________________

Return Service Requested

Sunday Worship: 8:30am & 11:00am 

Church School for all ages: 9:30am

Coffee/Fellowship in Calvin Hall: 10:30am







�





Lectionary:





February 3rd:





Exodus 24:12-18; 


Psalm 2; 2Peter 1:16-21;


Matthew 17:1-9





February 10th:





Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11





February 17th:





Genesis 12:1-4; 


Psalm 121; 


Romans 4:1-17; 


John 3:1-17





February 24th:


Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95


Romans 5:1-11; 


John 4:5-42


�
�


 The Tattler ………………….


                      By Pastor George


  


  





“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”    John 11:24





Opera Diva Maria Callas, a disciplined music maker argues that, “there is no short cut to any place worth going.”  The same holds true for disciple-making, only as we journey toward the cross and endure the myriad little deaths and relinquishments along the way, can we discover the new life that resurrection brings.





Could it be, then, that this peculiar promise, this round-about revelation of Lent suggests to us that unless we let go of (die-to) some of our present responsibilities, we cannot hope to embrace our Capital Campaign as an opportunity for renewal and recommitment.  So, why not give up some un-essential meetings for Lent in order to make time for the Campaign?





Unless we bury some of our personal agendas and look beyond what WE want for OUR church, we will not discover God’s dreams for us.  So why not take up the discipline of prayerfully reflecting on what JESUS wants for HIS church?





Unless a good number of us accept responsibility for the Campaign’s success, we have no reason to expect that this undertaking will revitalize our partnership in ministry.  So why not join me, Capital Campaign Co-Chairs Mary Ellen Weissinger and Dave Mann, and your church leadership in taking on one of the many campaign tasks.





I pray that our Lenten journey to the cross will keep these probing questions before us.�
�








